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__________________

 

CONTENTS… 
• North East Annual Conference
•   NACWA Goes to Court
• Quebec Pushes Organics Recycling 
__________________

CALENDAR… 
  
September 10 -  VBC and MABA Offer Biosolids Technology Workshop - Details  

 

September 19 - 21 - Compost Council of Canada Conference, Montreal - Details...
 

October 23 - 24:  North East Residuals & Biosolids Conference, Amherst, MA.  Details... 
 
__________________

CHECK IT OUT...
 

The science told by two of the top researchers in the field at a June NBMA workshop: 
George O’Connor:  Organic Contaminants in Biosolids
Rufus Chaney:  Trace Elements in Biosolids 

Water World:  How Water Utilites Are Turning Waste Into a Resource
 
The Movie: DC Water's Biosolids Program
 

__________________

 

NEWS from NEBRA
Archived copies of NEBRAMail are available from the News page of the NEBRA website.
____________________

 

Thank you
to this year's sponsors of www.nebiosolids.org!
Eastern Analytical, Inc.
Northern Tilth
Synagro
Stantec
Wright-Pierce
CDM Smith
New England Organics
WeCare Organics 
Agresource
NEFCO
Resource Management, Inc.


 

If you aren't getting NEBRAMail direct to your inbox, subscribe!
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From Managing Nuisances to Managing Nutrients:
15 Years of Improving Biosolids Recycling
The 2012 North East Residuals & Biosolids Conference
October 23 & 24   -   Univ. of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA
 

Every two years, this annual conference focuses on biosolids recycling to soils. Currently, biosolids uses are diverse and widespread in many niche markets.  We're a long way from the 1990's debates about nuisances. So we have something to celebrate at the conference 15 years of improving biosolids use on soils (and 15 years of NEBRA too!).  
 

But there's no resting on laurels; as biosolids engage in the fertilizer markets, they are impacted by new laws and regulations pertaining to phosphorus fertilizers and other nutrient management issues.  So the conference has to take on this issue.  
 

And there are other regulatory pressures:  What is the latest on the impacts of the new EPA sewage sludge incinerator standards?  What will be the impacts in Massachusetts of efforts to increase organics diversion and ban certain organics from landfill?  The conference has to address this too!
 

And, of course, the thirst for energy from biosolids and other organics continues to grow, with anaerobic digestion the hottest old new thing in town.  This conference is onto this too, with sessions and a tour of some of the cutting edge area research on advancing digestion.
 

This is a conference not to miss, because there is no better way we can all get up to speed on all these key topics!
 

See conference details and register now.
________________________________________

 
NACWA Goes to Court Over EPA SSI Rule 
The National Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA) is challenging EPA’s final sewage sludge incinerator (SSI) rule on both its legal and technical basis and is requesting that the court vacate the rule as a violation of EPA’s authority under the Clean Air Act (CAA).

NACWA filed its opening brief in litigation of the SSI rule (76 Fed. Reg. 15372; March 21, 2011) on July 24 with the U.S Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit.

The case, NACWA v. EPA, was initiated by NACWA last year in response to the final SSI rule, and marks one of the largest legal initiatives in the Association’s history. EPA published the SSI rule in March 2011, setting new and extremely stringent air emissions limits for SSI units. The rule will have significant operational and economic effects on clean water agencies that rely on SSIs to manage their sewage sludge in a safe and environmentally responsible manner.

NACWA has also filed a legal challenge to EPA’s related Non-Hazardous Secondary Materials (NHSM) rule, which provides a critical regulatory foundation for the SSI rule by defining sewage sludge that is incinerated as a solid waste. That legal challenge is currently in abeyance pending EPA’s reconsideration of the NHSM rule.
 

Southern New England relies on incineration more than any other region in the U. S. 

 

More...
 ____________________________________



 
Quebec Pushes Organics Recycling
Composting Council of Canada Jumps In:
Conference September 19-21 in Montréal
 

Recently, Québec Minister of Sustainable Development, Environment and Parks, Pierre Arcand,authorized RECYC-QUEBEC to prioritize focus on the advancement of organics recycling and compost across the province. Emphasis on collection and processing infrastructure efficiencies, awareness and education as well as the nurturing of end markets for both compost and digestate will be among the attention priorities.
 
“The responsible management of organic residuals is the fundamental priority,” Arcand said. “We will support municipalities and the IC&I sector to develop modern, efficient systems to manage organics, thereby improving overall environmental performance.”
 
The direction comes with a Year I investment of four million dollars which will provide resources for RECYC-QUEBEC to solicit input and move forward action from a cross-section of community, industry and government partners to achieve the overall provincial recovery targets of 60% by 2015, just over double the existing achievement of 28% according to 2010 figures. RECYC-QUEBEC has also been instructed to recommend a means to maintain this level of investment over the next five years.
 
The Compost Council of Canada is working with Recyc-Quebec's Organics Recycling Committee to advance recycling of source separated organics from households & the ICI sector, biosolids, and compost markets. The quickly developing implementation of Quebec's mandate will be a central theme at the CCC's Annual Conference September 19-21 in Montreal.  Details....
  
 ____________________________________
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